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Dr. Helen B. Taussig, the!
pioneer American investigator
of birth deformities attributed
to thalidomide. calied vester-
day for an international warn-
ing system on new drugs.

The Baltimore pediatrician
said that had such a2 warning
svstem been in eflect 10
months agu, the birth of sev-
eral hundred arinless. legless
and otherwise malformed chil-
dren might have been pre-
vented.

In Novembei. a suspected
link was established between
thalidomide and the birth of
about 5000 deformed babies in
West Germany. The sedative
was immediately withdrawn
from the market there.

But largely because of in-
efficient international commu-
nications among health offi-
cials the drug continued to be

-~ tries, including Canada and
- -Italy. at least until T\TErch.TﬁJF

_ Medicine.

Japan it rernained on sale idto
Alay.

7500 Deformed Babies

The world total of deformed
babies is expected to reach
7500, including those yet to be
born in the five nations.

Although Dr. Frances O.
Kelsev of the Food and Drug
Administration blocked mar-
keting of the drug in the
United States, Dr. Taussig said
that she expects deformed
children alspo will be born in
this countrv, principally to
mothers who took thalidomide
obtained in other natiens.

The sedative war available
in at least 28 countries under
ahout 30 different trade
names. Generally, thalidomide
pills. including the 2.5 miilion
distributed for “investigation-
al use” in the United States,
were unlabeled.

Dr. Taussig. who investigat-
¢d the West German.outbreak
in January and then lectured
and wrote about it here, was
jnterviewed by telephone at
the Johns Hopkins School ofy

She had just returncd from
Lisbon. Portugal, where she
atiended the 10th ln\erna'\ion-!
al Congress of Pediatrics last!
weck. !

She wa¢ onc of the sianers;
of a petition circulted amang,
pediatricians  from 67 coun-‘
tries urging the Iaternational!
Congress to ask the World,
Health Organization o pre-

- vent distribution of insuffi-|

- ciently tested drugs. ’

Dr. Taussig said that as al
starter, WHO could crt as al
clearing house (0 receive and!
circulate  information about
drug withdrawals, about the
adequacy of testing and about
warnings op new  drugs  as
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o starter, WHO could act as a
" clearing house to receive and
circulate information about
drug withdrawals. about the
. adequacy of testing and ahout
. warnings on new drugs as
they may come up in any of

" ‘{housands of medical journals.

. Reacted Too Slowly

) The pediatric congress was
v told by Dr. Lidukind Lenz. of!
" Hamburg, who established the
- suspected thalidomide-deform-
ity link in West Germany, that
». " “the warning has mostly been
left to the lay press and to the
producers . . . the health au-
thorities of most countries
reacted surprisingly slowly.”
- Even before the West Ger-
r-- man action, a Sydney, Aus-
. ‘tralia, gynecologist, Dr. W. G.
' MecBride, had reported evi-
- dence of the link in the Lan-
. . cet, a British medical publica-
. tion, and the Australian Medi-
~+ -cal Journal. Australia with-
.. drew thalidomide from #he
market ahead of West Ger-
*- many—but few outside of
- Australia were aware of this,
. Dr. Taussig, who with an-
* other Johns Hopkins physi-
- cian devised the famed, life-
- saving “blue-baby” operation
in 1944, said in the interview
.--that she hopes to see the
-+ House accept intact the drug-
.=- -safety bill passed 78 to 0 by
.. .the Senate. She said she
++- feared that if this were not
.« done, we “may end up with
‘.. no bill”
- Once the legislation is en.|
acted, she said, her “next cam-
© ‘paign” will be to build up
-+ public demand for prescrip-
tions to be labeled as to con-
+ tents. '
She said the -necessity for
this was democnsirated by the
horrifying case of a British
woman who had taken sleep-
ing pills not knowing they
. were thalidomide- She gave
. birth {o a deformed baby. She
continued taking the pills, still
not knowing what they were—
_and gave girth to a second de-
- . formed child. i
~+ In Washington, physic‘xans\
generally do not direct,
" druggists to “labe! as tc con-:
tents,” although there is a
" trend in this direction. |




